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prayer updates
Dated this 5th day January 2005

PROJECT REPORT AND PRAYER UPDATES
CAMBODIA NATIONAL’S EVANGELISM COMMISSIONS,
THE CROSSROADS
INTRODUCTION
The Crossroads was established in October 2000, ministers to the local university students with its purpose to train, nurture, equip and transform them to be local national leaders for the future. The Crossroads provides and alternative to many university students who would live in pagodas when they come to pursue their education in Phnom Penh city. Upholding the principle of life-influence-life, David and Moonjung Ooi[missionaries at Crossroads] lived with students under one roof to evangelize, disciple and empower students to be Christ vessel. The attend university by day, and seek God’s word by night.
There are currently 27 university students at the Crossroads, all came from non-believing background. The Crossroads provides a Christian environment, from evangelism to discipleship to mission, and above all, through fellowship in Christ which they would have otherwise not able to experience the love of God. 
2004: A year of harvest
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The Crossroads founded a church for university students in end 2000 itself – The Crossroads Church. Last year was an exciting year for Rotha and Vanny were commissioned by the church to Battambang[the country 2nd largest city] and Kampong Speu respectively to extend the kingdom of God. Rotha set up a replica of Crossroads for university students there, while Vanny planted a church with potential of reaching out to more than 90,000 factory workers coming from all over Cambodia at its vicinity. 
Also, Karanin and Pich Ken graduated to be school teachers with the government. Facing corruptible practices under the government, they were commissioned by the church to be tentmakers at Pursat and Koh Kong respectively. Karanin is a high school teacher with population about 2500 students. As for Pich Ken, he is teaching at a very remote school where living environment has been with no electricity and bathroom facilities. Parents generally placed little value on their children’s education, compelling them to go fishing and farming with them instead of pursuing education.
Mongtal is the first student to commit to full-time ministry from the Crossroads. He graduated in 2003 and was ready for service. However, a ‘human setback’ was to come. He had been contracted with HIV positive. Laid on the hospital bed with his days numbered, he had brought his family to Christ and had caused several other Crossroads students to commit their lives to God.
By a miracle, his life has now been extended till God knows when. Mongtal is now involved in pastoral training in Cambodia where a high percentage of them would think that social illness are non-government organization’s problem while the church is only responsible for spiritual problem. Facing this myth, Mongtal spoke and shared his life at conferences from time to time to challenge and rectify the purpose of church of God in Cambodia.
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life at the crossroads
Pengkoon came to the Crossroads 3 months ago. He is a seeker and below is his personal testimony and prayer request:-

Although I don’t know the ‘foreign’ God of Crossroads, I am thankful to Him for the opportunity to live and witnessed the reality of the world. I came from Siem Riep where the great Angkor Wat is located and because of tourism, I have always been curious on what is so special about the ‘foreign element’[foreigners] in this country.  

I have never been a diligent student and most of my time was wasted away. It was until the last few months prior to my high school exam that I began to put my heart into my study. Amazingly, I passed the exam and ‘interestingly’, I was accepted to live at the Crossroads.

As part of the probation period, I have to study bible from Genesis to Revelation with the teacher. Surprising, I found myself very interested in its content, even though I do not have good impression on Christianity. I began to ask many questions out of curiosity, very unlikely, which is of me before. My question like, ‘How did God make light’ distressed the teacher and many students at the Crossroads. Still, I felt a kind of power from the bible has drawn me to seek this foreign God further. Please PRAY for me.
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Another area that I am very curious is my attitude in life. I felt not the same as I used to be. Together with a bunch of unwise friends, we would smoke, use amphetamine pills, and engaged in many foolish activities. While at the Crossroads, the foreign God has opened my heart to witness how sinful and corrupted I had been and now I begin to hate my previous lifestyle. Just as the Crossroads would proclaim, the truth can change and transform me and I would like to testify this. Thank you.

[At the time this report is written, Pengkoon has accepted Christ and has shown true commitment to carry the cross daily].

Cheng was invited by a fellow student at his school to visit his church. In an inexpressible joy; he was thrilled by the fact that there are now two Christians at his school. What an awesome comfort and farewell to ‘spiritual loneliness’ at school. Cheng has been helping out in teaching songs and worship at the Kampong Speu ministry weekly. PRAISE THE LORD for his dedication.

church mobilozation: ‘hitting 2 birds with 1 stone’

The Crossroads has been used by the Lord to educate and mobilize churches from overseas for missions. Short term mission teams lived at the Crossroads with students under one roof to experience firsthand what missions is all about. Be it for vacation, project or program for missions or other ministry purposes, short term mission teams have experienced God thus being empowered to be world Christian to fulfill the great commission. 

Mission trips have now extended to be a platform for family growth where family members as a body come to learn and serve in missions. Parents and their children have explored deeper in love via missions. How blessed is the family who can have missions conversation on dining table daily! 

creating christian environment to conquer land

Through strategic partnership with oversea churches, the Crossroads is blessed with suitable environment for spiritual growth. Cambodian has an introvert tendency, and due to the past wars and betrayal during Pol Pot regime, trusting one another seems impossible. 
Oversea churches, through short term mission teams, facilitate relationship building through Christian fellowship while at the same time model Christ-like example to students. When the love of God is put in action and fills the environment, the land has been conquered for the glory of God. 
conclusion

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you that through this partnership with you our Lord’s name be glorified. Just as the little boy in Jesus feeds 5000 passage[John 6:1-15], the Crossroads is willing to be the little boy to be used by the Lord to be a blessing to Cambodia. We are grateful for your generosity has made all the above, and more to come, possible.
Many blessings,

David Ooi.
Country Director for CNEC Cambodia.
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