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heal the world camp
The recent HEAL THE WORLD Camp has been an eye-opener. The Crossroads’ vision is to rebuild and restore the broken Cambodian nation, just as how the Lord had used Ezra to rebuild the Jerusalem temple after the exile. In partnership with a short term mission team from USA, the Crossroads had organized a camp to invite its friends with intention of reaching out to them. 
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While at the 3 days camp, we discussed about various form of sufferings in this broken nation We also detect the root factor that has been withholding them from prosperity – Selfishness and sin. Together with issues in life, the camp has led many friends for the first time in their lives, to realize that Christianity is not merely about religion but in truth is it all about His love for people in this world. Several students even wanted to study the bible without wanting to be a Christian. 
During the camp, the Crossroads also conducted baptism for some of the students who had studied, understood and willing to commit their lives to Christ for the last few months. Chantrea was denied permission to be baptized by the parents who are very devoted to Buddhist. Rally for prayer and support was initiated and miracle happened. Here is an excerpt of Chantrea’s testimony:-

I witnessed and was touched by the testimonies of brothers and sisters prior to baptism. I do believe and love the Lord , but in order to honor my parents, and also for the sake of their salvation, I opted not to be baptized. Yet, the Spirit was working and prompted me to make a phone call to my mother, just once more for approval. She said no firmly and hung up. Amazingly, she called me in return and gave me her approval promptly. I was overwhelmed by the power of resurrection and was baptized accordingly.
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Pursuant to the camp, 8 others accepted Christ as their personal Savior. Amongst them was Vatanak whom we have been praying for a while. By the grace of God, he had witnessed the miracle he had been seeking. Vatanak testified that he has never thought that there would be such a day in his life. 
Please PRAY for his spiritual growth. Vatanak is a medicine student and serves in a worship team. He is talented in music and his contribution to the Lord will be a blessing to many others. 
ministry at kampong speu
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The newly planted church at Kampong Speu is slightly more than a year now. 90% & 45% of the village’s children young women respectively come to the premise daily for the word of God. The parents of this village have since grown to be receptive of the church despite their religious differences. 
The Crossroads is now having meals weekly with parents of the young women who have been coming to the church regularly. Please PRAY for continuous relationship building that the Lord will eventually lead them to His truth. The village faces severe community problems in AIDS, broken marriages and families, education etc., which gives plenty of rooms for the gospel to bring people to His love, hope and joy that are everlasting. Please PRAY for wisdom for Crossroads church planting team that they will always be in step with the Spirit.
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salvation comes to the household … will i be next?
Every year, the Crossroads has won over a member of my family. First, it was Karanin, then Karano, then Sina, and last month Sitha was baptized. “Will I be next?” asked Sithean who is the youngest of all. In Buddhist practice, the oldest brother[Karanin] was responsible to lead his father’s funeral procession. Despite coming to the church for more than a year, Sithean has been withheld from receiving salvation with the worry of who shall be responsible for the father’s funeral. Sithean was also concerned with how the society will confront them and for being ‘unfilial’ child. 
The gospel continues to penetrate and breakdown cultural obstructions as many come to faith in Christ. By the grace of God, Sithean has chosen to be obedient to his calling. PRAISE THE LORD! Please PRAY for Sithean for he has believed not only in Christ but also to suffer for Him. The future undertaking will be challenging and we trust that His grace is sufficient for Sithean and all his siblings. We PRAY for the utmost, that their parents will also come to faith in Christ eventually.
tentmaking
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Karanin has been a qualified government teacher for about one year. He is teaching in a place name Kokor, which happened to be one of the most conservative places in Cambodia. He faced strong persecution for his faith in Christ. Karanin shared that he has been offered drinks[liquor] during community gathering in the village but every time he has God’s  angel  to avoid drinking in order to retain good testimony in the village. 

Also, in Cambodia, teachers are underpaid and are expected to collect money from students but he never. Even when students collected money and stuff them into his pocket, he would still reject. Karanin testified: “Khmer proverb – Go along as the river flow. But I choose to differ for I am called to righteousness”. 
In his testimony to the church recently, Karanin cried and confessed one wrong doing he has ever done while being a teacher in a corrupted environment. As he was an invigilator for national exam recently, he was forced by his supervisor to assist a student in cheating, which he had complied under duress. Please PRAY for healing, for continuous renewal of strength to testify for the Lord as he already has been so faithfully.
[image: image7.jpg]Ineed favor
from God
& men.




oppositions to faith & church
Hong surrendered his life to God. But a few days thereafter, his joy was threatened. His mother said that she was ill and Hong had to return home. Not knowing that it was a trick, he was forced to renounce his faith on his arrival. His parents forced him to hold joss-stick in order to apologize to his ancestors.
Knowing that he has to bear the Cross daily, he remains steadfast to the Lord. As a matter of fact, his faith has gotten even stronger. In his encouragement to another brother who was going through difficult time, Hong said to him – Jesus would not let us suffer without reason.

Hong is a medicine student. His commitment in the Lord has evident the boldness we believers shall be in order to be witness for the Lord. He joins the Crossroads Church planting team to travel to the village weekly to share his faith with the people there. Hong has genuine desire to help to rebuild and restore this broken nation, and it is also his desire to be a godly husband.
The Crossroads Church continues to grow by the grace of the Lord. While constantly referring to the life of early churches as in the book of Acts, the church has been developing its unique flavor for worship. Please PRAY for the church as it gathered its strength to penetrate into Khmer culture where there is often mistrusts and concealment of feelings that prevent sharing between them. There are obvious signs that the body of Christ is now ready to be open, vulnerable and to put its trust on relationship between believers thus to let true love lives in His family.
conclusions

We PRAISE THE LORD for Crossroads ministry. We thank you for you have also played an integral part as the Crossroads develops and seeks to rebuild and restore this nation for His glory. The Lord shall preserve and bless His ministry and we would appreciate that you will never cease to pray for us. It is our desire that we will always be in step with the Spirit, thus be in obedient in the Lord’s calling for us all.
Many blessings,

David Ooi.

Dated this   6th  day    Sept  2005

