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introductions
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The Crossroads was founded in year 2000. It is a ministry primarily reaching out to Cambodian University students with the vision of rebuilding this suffering nation, just as the Lord has rebuilt Jerusalem in bible history. It began via a dormitory to meet the housing need of many students staying in its capital city for the purpose of tertiary education. 

In the same year, the Crossroads church was founded. The body of Christ seeks the visible expression of the Kingdom of God in every strata of life in Cambodia; what is more, to dedicate their lives to be servants and leaders of integrity, honor, and Christ like examples.

As at the moment, there are 37 young men and women in two separate dormitories. They meet daily in the evening devoted to the Words and fellowship, worshipping God to be transformed to be future leaders of this nation. The Crossroads church has also founded 3 other churches via graduated students from the university.
The crossroads Tentmaker
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CHRISTMAS …A NEW CHURCH IS BORN.  One of the most meaningful Christmas ever that affirmed Christ’s birth is His provision for us to witness another church being born – The Crossroads PURSAT!!! We PRAISE TH E LORD for our tentmaker – Karanin. 
He went to a town in Pursat, a very strong anti-Christian place, as a high school teacher since January last year. Like any other government servant, Karanin was underpaid and as teachers, he was expected to ‘collect money’ from students to make up the shortfall. However, Karanin refused to practice the norm but pressed on to earn additional income by teaching outside the classroom. 
His heart has been blessed by the Lord. He is now teaching mathematic to more than 40 students daily and with the additional income, he has rented a small house for some students to live together where they can devote themselves to the word of God daily. 
Karanin needs favor from God and men. Please PRAY for Karanin and the newborn church. They will face severe persecution but it will result in them being witness to the people. May the Spirit give words and wisdom to them and in Immanuel, not a hair on their head will perish; may they gain life as they stand firm[Luke 21:12-19].
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the making of a leader
Kry came to Crossroads in year 2000 and graduated with a law degree recently. While at Crossroads, he came to know the Lord and was discipled and empowered as Christian leader. Kry broke his left wrist when he was young. He prayed for a new wrist that God will enable him to play guitar despite his handicap and lack of musical talent. He was noisy but very determined to achieve the impossible. 
By the grace of God, he has made it. Kry testified and encouraged us all to ask for a new heart with renewed desire and belief that He can rectify thus enable us to live a truly victorious life. Praise the Lord.
Kry is now leading the Crossroads leadership team to administer the ministry in Cambodia. Please PRAY for wisdom and strength for him that he will demonstrate servanthood leadership to reach out to more university students thus to empower them to rebuild and restore Cambodia accordance to His will.

To believe, and to suffer …
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Every year, the Crossroad’s students went home for the “Ancestor Worship”. While at home, they faced threatening trials on their faith. Many got hurt and discouraged, struggled to worship the only true God without dishonoring their parents. Despite the severity of the persecution because of the Lord, ALL came back victorious. PRAISE THE LORD! Here are some testimonies:-

· “I was forced to prepare the worship table”

· “I was ostracized and lonely while at home”

· “I was spared from holding “joss-stick”

· “My parents did not forced me to visit the temple”

· “I was able to witness to my relatives”

· “I assured my parents via the 10 commandments that we must honor our parents”[Cambodians think that Christian would not honor parents while in their new faith]

· “My family witnessed my changed life and I got to talk about my faith with them”

· “My non-believing parents protected me from being attacked by those going to the temple”

· “All my brothers and sister have come to Christ; please PRAY for my father”

Let’s celebrate for His word has taken roots and bear fruit to amazing faith. 
Church growth
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Interestingly, as the year goes by, the number of people believed in Christ be baptized gradually increased. For the year 2005, a total of 25 people were baptized. There is obvious sign that Christianity is gaining ground in this nation but the challenge remains – whether they are willing to defy culture and tradition for the sake of the Lord. Please do PRAY for boldness that the Spirit will empower them to walk along the truth in their life.

Many students cited fear for parental disapproval and certain cultural practices as barriers to come to Christ. “Sithiang wondered, as his siblings were converted one by one, who will lead his parents’ funeral procession? Bandet  and Sokia asked what if our relatives caused trouble for our family when we believed? My circle of friends is reducing smaller and smaller since I believed in Christ.” are some of the examples students faced when confronted with the truth. The Crossroads does provide an environment for non-believing to be courageous to accept the truth thus being a comfort for many others while facing persecution from families and friends. 
oikos evangelism
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The Crossroads place importance on students loving and honoring their parents. ‘If we loved our family, we must care for their salvation. Karano came to the Lord 3 years ago and since then had prayed for his parent’s salvation regularly. In 2005, the Lord answered his prayer and blessed the Crossroads. What was initially impossible became very difficult and then we have our first family come to Christ miraculously.
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Believing in God’s miracle, Dalis invited her mother to the Crossroads via a Parents’ Night. Parents got to witness what the Crossroads is all about, and most importantly, why their children’s lives have been transformed. The fact is that the Crossroads existed not merely to Christianized Cambodian but above all, to impart and imprint the truth of God into the hearts of Cambodians.
A cell-group was established to breakdown the wall of impossibility in household salvation. Viseth & Chanra have been believers resided at the Crossroads for 2-3 years. Their father who is a traditional doctor has requested the Crossroads to help his stepson, Wira. Wira’s life was heading towards disaster and hopelessness. The father has gotten all help he could, including staying at the Buddhist temple, that Wira will change but to no avail. While living at the Crossroads, the love of God works within Wira and transformed him. The father’s resilience towards Christianity was demolished and asked the Crossroads to teach him the truth of God to him as well. 
partnering churches in rebuilding cambodia
Mission teams from oversea churches continue to partner with Crossroads church in rebuilding and restoring Cambodia. It is though such a strategic partnership that we all witnessed the ministry being blessed by the Lord. He is the Lord of all nations indeed.
Many Cambodians grow up without musical background and find it ‘challenging’ in worship. But then the students realized that worship is not about singing in unity but truly in obedience in the word of God. 
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Still, the Crossroads students are blessed and empowered in music to enrich their spiritual walk with God. Mission teams would come from time to time to teach music and through such ministry, relationship is build to further ministry in reaching out to many other students who have yet to come to the Lord. We PRAY for more partnership and fellowship between churches in continuing the good work for the Lord that through unity in Christ His name being proclaimed.
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university students church planting
The Crossroads students planted a church at Kampong Speu in year 2004. The church planting team ministers to the young church weekly to further assist and support our co-worker there. 
Recently, the students built tables for the children personally.  It is exciting to witness them taking ownership of the ministry and trusting the Lord will bless them through their service despite their busy university schedule. 

Please do PRAY for the Kampong Speu ministry as our co-worker Vanny is getting married and will serve with his future husband elsewhere. She has been a blessing to us in working with students to find the church thus being faithful to share and teach many at the village about our Lord. We PRAY His guidance in this ministry and also His blessing for Vanny and her future undertaking for the glory of God.
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There are now more than 40 children who come to the church daily to receive education. This number means 70% of the village’s children has come and be exposed to Christian education. We trust that the Lord will use these children to reach out take the gospels home to influence their parents. Besides the children, the ministry also houses some girls who have to cycle more than 10 km daily to schools. The villagers have already witnessed the life transformation of some young people who has come to the church. They are particularly attracted to godly husbands who love and provide for the family as opposed to their ‘miserable husbands’. 
Recently, the church[through Sochan] has been selling food in the school nearby with the purpose of reaching out to more youth. During the first week, they were ‘sabotaged and boycotted’ by students in the school from buying Jesus’ food. They were very discouraged but the Lord was with them. The following week, the sale picked up and now it provides support to the ministry 100%. But more important, Sochan and her team got to witness to many students thus touching them with the love of God.
godly women to restore cambodian women
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Women of FAITH: Women in Cambodia are still subjected to much violence and unfair treatment in many areas of life. At Crossroads, with its objectives to raise, nurture and train future leaders, we are convicted on the importance of imparting and implanting biblical values and principles on girls at the Crossroads. 
Please PRAY for Crossroads girls to have wisdom in being an instrument of God that changes lives in this nation. Please PRAY for protection of their heart that they will no longer be corrupted by the desire on earth, but to set their heart on the above. May they rejoice in His sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.
conclusions

Plant transferring best illustrates life of Crossroads ministry. The Crossroads students make decision to abandon their earthly desire and being liberated to pursue the Way. However, “turning around” takes only an instant, but coming back to the Lord involves a long journey, and it could even be painful. Uprooting is a discipleship process and great perseverance is needed for each of them to live a new life. We need your PRAYER. and SUPPORT always.
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We look forward to His coming with excitement. In year 2006, the Crossroads vision is TO EXPAND & TO CONQUER.. The Lord has recently empowered us to breakthrough the cultural barrier that has restrained us from church growth. The church has been set free indeed to share their weaknesses that the Lord will make them strong through it. The bondage of sin, shame and guilt has been removed. PRAISE THE LORD. More lives will be saved, more churches will be planted. By the power of God, this suffering nation will be restored thus be set free.
Also in year 2006, 4 more students will graduate from university. Some of theses students have a clear idea about what’s next – where they will be going and what they will be doing. Others still have much to answer – Does the Lord want me to serve Him in the marketplace? In the pastorate? In the ministry? But one thing is definite – all students have a ‘ministry mind set’ and know that the Lord will use them to impact many people’s lives wherever they are.

Many blessings,

David Ooi.
Dated this   5th  day    January  2006.
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