RE: CNEC CAMBODIA REPORT AS AT FEBRUARY, 21 2007. 
MINISTRY

The Crossroads ministry continues to grow. Students’ spiritual maturity is evident from their daily lives, ministry participation and so is the leadership team who has been responsible for CNEC Cambodia as a whole. Year 2007 and years to come will be exciting in many ways, particularly in numerical growth in ministry.
Its ministry will require more space for ministry function. Our neighbor, also former owner of our current property in Phnom Penh, has refused to sell their property. Due to change in circumstances, they have invited us to consider renting their premise at US$600.00 per month. Though the rental is seen as a good deal for such property, the genuine concern is still for need of space for long term and for development of other new ministries.
AN UNIQUE RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN CAMBODIA
The economy is blooming leading to rise and increase in living standard and material possession. One obvious development over the last one year is the purchase of land. Due to fear of anti-corruption investigation, corruptible officers have competed in acquisition of lands to be registered under their dependent names. As it is, the land will not be resold nor be transferred in the market. This has resulted in incredible increased in property price, and worst, no land available for sale within 10-15 km radius of Phnom Penh. 

This phenomenon has some implications on ministry in Phnom Penh:-

a. Churches moving out of Phnom Penh city due to higher rentals: There are only a handful number of churches in the capital city, with the Crossroads amongst the few. The Crossroads is possibly the only Students Ministry still existing in the heart of the city where main universities are located.
b. Necessity of great financial assistance in ministry: Space for church activities is very limited and as it is, many churches have dropped out of the competition due to excessive costs and expenses in ministry.

From the economical perspective, the development seems to be a setback for ministry. Christians becomes isolated and continues to fight a losing battle in the capital city. However, from the spiritual sense, this has made His revival possible as such development may well lead to spiritual act of cleansing of churches in Cambodia who have grown to be heavily dependent upon foreign element ever since 1992-93 when UN came into the country. 

As such, CNEC Cambodia needs to be sensitive and re-strategize for ministry growth in Cambodia, especially in the capital city. The Crossroads has begun praying and seeking to establish new meeting places in the city where students are located. Praise the Lord that the NT churches growth will be our vision. Despite the security concern in the evening, the Crossroads church seeks to establish 2 new meeting places in the city.
The development has already impacted our ministry outside Phnom Penh. The Factory ministry intended in Kampong Speu will be seriously scrutinized due to inflation of property prices. CNEC Cambodia still desire for such ministry and we pray for available co-workers for service. Due to foreseeable financial constraint in the future, Battambang ministry is also facing great challenge. It needs careful consideration for ministry effectiveness which otherwise may face closing down by year 2008.
MICRO-ENTERPRISE MINISTRY
CNEC Cambodia is hopeful for Pre-school and childcare business as discussed with CNECSEA previously. This is possible and may as well be the only viable direction for CNEC Cambodia to grow with appropriate financial support in the future. Other benefits, if proven successful, will lead to church planting amongst the middle and upper level income Cambodian, and retaining students who have graduated with job opportunity that they may continue to serve and contribute to human resources to CNEC Cambodia. 
Other potential micro-enterprise ministry will be restaurant and food-related business and tourism. The latter is being developed currently and will send for CNECSEA’s support and approval in due course. 
THE OOIs RETURN TO CAMBODIA
We have planned to return to Singapore/Malaysia on or about 1st Aug 2007 tentatively. David will be in Cambodia with a short term mission teams on 2nd-3rd week July and 3rd-4th week Aug 2007. We will determine when the family will move into Cambodia in due course, though it will not be later than mid-September 2007. We hope to be with CNEC Cambodia for another 5-7 years and if God’s willing, to take them to another level in ministry. 
Yours truly,
David Ooi.
