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In the beginning:
The ministry in Cambodia started with university student dormitory in 1999. This was in time with the Ministry of Education’s decision to close its dormitory in the university. Until July 2000[nearly a year of self-running], the dormitory had 12 residents who all came from provinces.

Laying Down Foundation:

CNEC’s vision in Cambodia is to establish its ministry through a student center which will serve a twofold purpose, firstly, a dormitory and secondly, a recreational center. Therefore, its primary audience is the university students in Phnom Penh City, conservatively estimated at about 100,000.

CNEC was then renting the old Phnom Penh Bible School premise as its dormitory. Factors below highlights the non-suitability for student ministry:-

a. The location. The old premise is adjacent to a slump area, which make the site unattractive for student ministry.

b. Social. The old location is also an area where the Vietnamese immigrant lived, where there is constant fight due to racial enmity between Cambodian and Vietnamese.   

CNEC’s immediate move was to find a suitable premise to serve the decided purpose. A budget of US$750.00 was set for its rent. By the grace of God, CNEC found a new premise, which was very suitable for its purpose of dormitory and recreational center. However, its rent was US$1000.00. But after careful thought, a wise decision[both spiritually and economically] was made to purchase since the offer was at a reduced price of US$150,000.00[due to vendor’s personal reason]. Thus the current premise, The Crossroads  since 1st October 2000.

While the physical foundation was laid, much more injection was done towards the spiritual growth of students in the dormitory. Objectives of the Crossroads were revealed to students. Rules and Guidelines were imposed in order to achieve the objectives laid. Attached are copies of the Objectives, rules and guidelines.

As from September 2000, CNEC started its unofficial church worship at the Crossroads pending registration with the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia. CNEC was finally registered with EFC as CNEC, Cambodian Nationals Evangelism Commission in January 2001. 

With its vision in mind, CNEC has also started preparation for future growth, particularly in the areas of leadership and discipleship. For the former, please refer to the abovementioned attachment. As for the latter, students from the Crossroads are discipled through a program where David would disciple 5 selected students on Tuesday evening and that they in turn -would disciple the rest on an 0ne-to-one basis on Sunday morning. 

Building Students:

The main hurdle of Christian ministry in Cambodia is to push believers beyond the commitment level. Most students coming to us would usually claim that they are Christian in order to claim personal benefits[according to reliable research, 85% of believers in Cambodia are known to be ‘Rice Christian’]. Moreover, with leadership qualities such as integrity being CNEC focus, we are careful in selecting students that lives in the Crossroads.

Out of the 12 students we have had earlier, 6 have already left for reasons such as unwilling to adopt our program and unsuitability due to personal reasons. CNEC sees quality students being an important factor prior introducing them to Christian values. Therefore, proper screening is made for new intake and with this in mind, CNEC took in 5 new students last December.

Programs at the Crossroads:

The Crossroads has its objectives to achieve. As such, strict compliance of the rules and guidelines is essential in order meet its goal. The programs in the Crossroads uphold the principle of life-influence-life. Briefly, the programs are as follows:-

a. Monday evening: Singspiration. Students will learn and revise Christian songs in preparation for worship.

b. Tuesday to Thursday evening: Students will worship, follow by bible study on the life of Christ chronologically. This program aims at transforming life in order to achieve its leadership characteristic modeled by Ezra. On Thursday evening, students will participate in character building activities such as developing critical thinking, reasoning, interpersonal problem solution, leadership problems, etc. This program is usually done in discussion and case study.

c. Friday evening: Prayer meeting.

d. Sunday morning: Sunday school and worship. 

The church existed within the Crossroads also focus on character building. Attached is a schedule of sermons throughout year 2001. At the 4th week of every month, the church has an evangelistic meeting to reach out to students social circle. 

As aspect of importance in the Crossroads in that these students are trained to be lay Christian leaders in the church. They are equipped and trained to lead worship and other meetings to meet other church ministry and activity. With the ongoing discipleship program, it has already produced valuable fruits for future growth.

Recreational Center:

The recreational center serves two objectives in the Crossroads. The Crossroads meets student need through the recreational center. It provides a healthy environment for university students to socialize, exposing to Christian values and defusing the many myths about Christianity. 

It also serves as the meeting point between local people and foreigners[Short term mission]. With language and cultural barriers, the recreational center is crucial in bridging the two parties in order to develop personal relationship for the purpose of effective ministry[Further elaboration in paragraph below].

On the overall, the recreational center is primarily used as a bridge between the Crossroads and the Cambodian community. It will also provide necessary seminars and workshop like marriage/family, medical, business/economy, professional skills such as language, computer, music, accounting, etc.

Short-term missions:

A primary CNEC task is to mobilize oversea churches in missions. The Crossroads has thus far hosted 5 oversea churches with strategic missions programs in educating and facilitating churches in participation with God’s work in mission. CNEC believes that proper guidance and well-administered ideas and strategy are necessary for oversea churches to take on its responsibility of the great commission with efficiency and efficacy.

Visiting teams would be equipped with basic mission tools like Biblical Basis of Missions, Understanding Cambodian World view, Difficulty in Global Missions, Evaluating Resources, and Developing Effective strategy in Missions. Thus far, visiting churches have gained in-depth understanding on missions and have pledged a long-term plan in partnership with CNEC in missions.

CNEC sees the importance in tapping resources from oversea churches in more than merely financial and prayer support. With missions has moved into a new dimension in the new millennium, CNEC believes that professionals from oversea churches has more to contribute in mobilizing oversea churches and to be effective in the missions needs concurrently. CNEC encourages professionals to conduct skilled courses to the locals, thus providing the locals both the spiritual and physical needs. CNEC, therefore, seeks to recruit individual short-termer to serve in Cambodia with 2-3 months commitment.

Vision of CNEC in Cambodia:

Attached herewith is a chart representing CNEC’s vision in Cambodia. Please refer to the chart also as a summary of this report.

The Crossroads in the future:

CNEC will focus on university ministry in Phnom Penh. Its missionary will be lecturing in the local Law university, where the riches and smartest future generation will be produced. The Law faculty is currently ‘untouched’ by any Christian ministry and therefore, CNEC will pioneer into this green field. It will be interesting to witness what the church in the Crossroads will look like in the future.

CNEC is currently seeking God’s guidance in setting up a girls’ dormitory. There has been demand in Phnom Penh city for a while. With the boys’ dormitory a success, CNEC seeks to implement the same to reach out to the girls’ student, being one of the most unreached populations in Cambodia. However, CNEC will remain cautious in expanding in this area due to cultural and social sensitivity. 

CNEC is currently researching to reach out to the province areas. We have been scouting for suitable locations as the Lord leads in setting up primary schools in impacting certain geographical area. CNEC will be meeting with several governors of different provinces to discuss such possibilities.

Conclusions:

CNEC has thus far set up a solid foundation with multiple options for future expansion. From various aspects, we have already witnessed how the Lord has affirmed and blessed CNEC’s ministry directions in Cambodia. Its ministry thus far seeks to gather human and material resources in equipping, training and developing local nationals for future leadership. CNEC will then take steps in pioneering into deeper parts of Cambodia where more physical and spiritual needs are to be found. 

Yours truly,

David Ooi.

