NURTURING CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN A BROKEN LAND

Mobilizing University Student in Cambodia (SEAC7131)
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Cambodia Nationals Evangelism Commission

On behalf on Cambodia CNEC, I would like to thank the Lord Jesus Christ for precious opportunity in partnering you to extent His kingdom in Cambodia. 
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The aftermath of the mass killing from 1975 – 1979, where an estimated of one third of the 9 million population was killed, had left the country in a devastated state. People are filled with poverty, suffering, bitterness, brokenness and hopeless. Our ministry began officially on 1st October 2000, is primarily to nurture, equip, train and raise local national leaders for its future. We thank and praise the Lord for completion of purchase of a property last year in order to execute our vision and strategy.

Crossroads Dormitory: Life influence life.

The dormitory is catered for students who are from the provinces and are studying in universities, which are located in the capital city Phnom Penh. These students are relatively poor and usually have to live in a Wat[Buddhist temple]. They could not even afford to pay a required small sum in return for a shelter to live. The Crossroads would invite applications and with careful interview and selection, choose teachable ones to live in the dormitory despite them usually coming from non-Christian background. In the dormitory, they would be taught the progress of redemption of God during their probation period of 2 months. Students would come to accept the Lord as their personal savior with commitment to the Lord’s commission. 
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One of the students, Narin, was accepted last year. He knew that the Crossroads is a Christian dormitory and had made it upfront that he would not be an ungrateful son, a traitor nor betray the nation by becoming a Christian. Throughout the study from Genesis to Revelation, Narin asked many intelligent questions such as how and why did man sin, why can God save, etc. Subsequently, he accepted the Lord. While living in the capital, Narin would visit his relatives from time to time. They would persuade him to leave the Crossroads. However, they noted his changed life and informed Narin’s parents, who later confirmed the same. Since then, their parents have had good relationship with the Crossroads, as Narin still persevere in witnessing to his household about Christ.

Crossroads Leadership: Training of leaders through ministry, not for ministry.

In order to rebuild Cambodia, the nation needs new leaders to be equipped with good knowledge in the Law of God, prayerful and willing men, just as how Jerusalem was rebuilt under the leadership of Ezra during their return from exile. The program, therefore, seeks to help students understand current Cambodian situation and its reality in all sense and have them comprehend the similarity between circumstances in the destruction of Jerusalem and present state of Cambodia, help them to believe by faith that the rebuilding is possible only if we have Ezra in Cambodia. The daily worship program in the evening is as follows:-

Monday: Learn to worship through songs.

Tuesdays and Wednesday: Having the characteristics of Ezra in mind, we study on the Life of Christ, with the aim that their lives would be transformed.

Thursday: Learn leadership qualities via mind development such as critical and analytical mind, debate and discussion, awareness of contemporary issues and formulation of opinion, etc.

Friday: Praise, Prayer and Intercession Meeting. 

Evangelism and Discipleship:

Concurrent to the program, students would also participate in evangelism every Friday afternoon. We would meet with university students outside Crossroads to develop personal relationship, with the hope of sharing Christ with them. On Sunday Worship, we usually have 3-4 new friends each week. In Crossroads, every student at the Crossroads would also be discipled and in turn, disciple someone else. With this emphasis, the Crossroads church, which is the only church in Cambodia with university student worshippers, has grown steadily by 15%.

Christian University Student Movement:

We have 16 students now living at the Crossroads. They come from 4 different universities in Phnom Penh. It is our vision that soon we can begin cell group within each university, and thereafter, to begin a Christian university student movement in order to change and impact this nation with Christian values via the students. Currently, we have initiated and gathered various para-churches in Cambodia to partner and work together in strategizing effectively and efficiently to reach out to all university students.  Concurrent to that, we are gathering students to worship once a month together, and to envision them that they may also be identified and be with zeal to pursue the same.

Theological Education by Extension [TEE]:

With limited Khmer Christian literature, there is great a concern with believers’ knowledge on the Words of God. Handicapped with the nation’s very low literacy rate, the bible is written with the Khmer language used in the palace which even university students have difficulty in understanding them. We are thankful that TEE course has been translated in Khmer language for the purpose of training lay leaders in unreached areas. 9 of our students are now undergoing TEE course to be equipped as qualified and effective Christian leaders in the future. We pray that they will bear with them the precious Words of God and will faithfully minister to the grassroots level in Cambodia. We thank God for this set of dedicated and committed Christian leaders in the Crossroads.

Future projects:

We are still in very early stage in developing ministry foundation in Cambodia. Still, we praise the Lord for such blessed growth thus far. We are now researching and negotiating with local authorities to adopt schools in provincial area, where present Crossroads students will teach children who are deprived from going to school and more important, to share and impact upon them Christian values on them and their families. We have also plans for English summer school, computer class, music, university’s subjects like Economics, Accounting, Business Management, etc., with the partnership of short term mission trippers, with the purpose of outreaching and to engage people in the community in Cambodia. 

Conclusion: 

We are thankful for the Lord’s faithfulness in blessing the ministry here. Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

Warmest greetings,

David Ooi

[Director for CNEC Crossroads]

Moving into the Crossroads








Narin[right]discipling Phallyn …





Students with short term mission trippers going to evangelize to other students.








