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In December 2003, the Crossroads Church, Cambodia had commissioned its first missionaries. As graduated university students, Rotha and Vanni are faithful disciples with vivid vision to carry the message of the Cross to other parts of Cambodia. The Crossroads Church was founded by CNEC in August 2000 through its dormitory ministry for many Cambodian university students who were homeless but to live in temple in the city.  Its vision is to transform university students into local national leaders thus nurture, equip, train and empower them to serve the Lord effectively wherever and in whatever capacity the Lord has called them. Rotha and Vanni are now serving at Battambang and Kampong Speu respectively. [See Cambodia map below].
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Rotha’s parents had been separated since he was five. He was raised by his father, though used to live with his grandmother who was a nun in a Buddhist temple. Every night, his granny would teach him to ‘breathe in Buddhist Sutra and to breathe out his evil thoughts’ regularly. When he came to Christ via the Crossroads, he had to read and meditate on Scriptures like Psalm 23 in order to sleep peacefully throughout the night. While affirming his calling for full-time ministry, his father was falsely imprisoned. They lost most of their material wealth and possession. Despite his step-mother often accuse him of the curse he had brought to the family, he would persevere to win his beloved father for Christ. While the Lord is still at work, his step-brother has accepted Christ. ‘Salvation would definitely come to my household’, he acclaimed.
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In Battambang, Rotha initially lived in a Buddhist temple in order to build relationship with students who have come to study at the city. After sufficient ground work, CNEC rented a premise for dormitory and youth ministry.  As young Timothy, he boldly teaches the truth of God to the youngster despite its cultural restrain. He often returned to visit temples where young people became monk due to poverty. Indeed, his desire is to breakdown barriers and to set the captives free!!!
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Vanni, like most Cambodian, was born into a Buddhist family. In a typical upbringing, she has never expressed her love to the beloved mother in ways other than mere ‘forced obedience’. A mother is often criticized and being naggy, as though that is the best a mother could express her love. 
As the Lord called Vanni, a question surfaced, ‘How could I expressed my love for Cambodia? I have not even said to my mom - I love you’. This bothered her in preparation for future ministry. As she prayed for wisdom, she was led to share gospel with her mom. Even though her mom has yet to accept Christ as her personal savior, she gave Vanni blessings to undertake the path of the Cross.
The Crossroads was led by the Lord to a new ministry site about 45 minutes drive from Phnom Penh city. There are about 250 villages along a 20 kilometers straight dirt road. Vanni’s heart went out to these people who mostly lived in poverty and without any physical facilities too. 
The Lord has given us a house nearby[pic right] the only high school in this region for purpose of ministry. Vanni will host some high school girls who without this ministry site would not be permitted to pursue their higher education. The house is also a ‘half-way home’ for male and other students to ‘rest’ in between lunch break. With life-influence-life, Vanni will provide student meals thus developing relationship in order to witness to them.

 

· Newly developed ministry sites – Battambang and Kampong Speu. May the Lord be gracious and merciful to Cambodians in these ‘hard-grounds’.

· Please PRAY for Rotha and Vanni as they serve the Lord. May the Lord’s salvation come upon their household.
· Please PRAY for the Crossroads ministry. God has raised leaders amongst these university students to do wonders for Him. By faith, we ask for more faithful lighthouses for His glory in this broken land.

· Please PRAY that Crossroads will continue to be a blessing to many university students whose future is uncertain, yet resisting the gospel in ignorance. 

· Please PRAY for the country which has yet to have an official government since July 2003. The hatred and enmity between political leaders is beyond reconciliation. Still, we humbly pray for His peace to overrule in this critical time.

Many blessings,

David Ooi.
Dated this 8th day May 2004.
Vanni, in middle, talking to high school girls








